IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENT

between

THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

and

THE JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE (JRC)
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

for

scientific and other cooperative activities in the fields of
climate, weather, oceans, and coasts

In accordance with the Agreement for Scientific and Technological Cooperation between
the Government of the United States of America and the European Community, signed in
Washington on 5 December 1997, as extended and amended (through an exchange of
Notes Verbales between the Council of the EU, dated 15 May 2009 and the Government
of the United States, Department of State, dated 6 July 2009), hereinafter referred to as
the "S&T Agreement”, in particular Art. 5, second paragraph thereof, an Implementing
Arrangement to cover scientific and other cooperative activities in the interdisciplinary
fields of climate, weather, oceans, and coasts is hereby established between the Joint
Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission, and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration of the Department of Commerce of the United States of
America (NOAA), hereinafter referred to as "the two Sides". Both Sides had signed a
Letter of Intent in this sense earlier on 18 February 2011. The purpose of this
Implementing Arrangement is to encourage, develop and facilitate such activities
between the Signatories, conducted on the basis of mutual benefit gained from an overall
balance of advantages, reciprocal opportunities to engage in cooperative activities, and
equitable and fair treatment. This Implementing Arrangement is not intended to create
obligations binding under law.

1. Cooperative activities

Both Sides may undertake and facilitate cooperative activities in all areas of science and
technology related to scientific and other cooperative activities in the interdisciplinary
fields of climate, weather, oceans, and coasts, as set out in the Seventh Framework
Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and



demonstration activities (2007-2013; and relevant follow-up programmes) on the one
hand, and the priorities of NOAA on the other hand.

Scientific and cooperative activities may include, but are not limited to, the following
areas within the fields of climate, weather, oceans, and coasts, which will be further
elaborated upon in future joint work programmes:

1.1. Earth observation data collection, quality control, and sharing
1.2. Climate prediction, monitoring, and services

1.3. Development of a common global/regional modelling and analysis tool for coastal
hazards and extreme events

1.4. Space weather prediction and impact mitigation

1.5. Atmospheric and air quality monitoring

1.6. Disaster monitoring and crisis management

1.7. Environmental contaminants and effects in the marine environment

1.8. Fisheries - research for monitoring, control, surveillance, and management
1.9. Promoting coastal activities within multilateral fora.

All areas of cooperation and activities foreseen in this implementing arrangement will
remain within the framework of the S&T Agreement.

2. Nature of cooperative activities
Cooperative activities may include but are not limited to:

2.1. Provision of comparable opportunities for entities from the European Union and
from the United States of America to participate in the areas referred to in item 1;

2.2. Timely exchange of relevant information including on forthcoming calls for grants or
proposals, or on announcements of the opportunities referred to in item 2.1;

2.3. Activities to promote, within the two Sides' respective science communities, the
opportunities provided by this Implementing Arrangement, e.g. through regular
attendance at the two Sides' programme reviews, the United States calls for grants and
broad agency announcements, and the European Union calls for proposals as well as
collaboration agreements managed by the Joint Research Centre of the European
Commission, consistent with the administrative procedures and policies of the host
institution/centre;

2.4. Comparable access to laboratory facilities and equipment and material, for
conducting scientific and technological activities including science, development, testing
and evaluation, standardisation and certification, subject to administrative approval as
appropriate;



2.5. Exchange of personnel at both Sides, who may be invited to the other Side to
perform tasks in the framework of this Implementing Arrangement, subject to
administrative approval according to the Sides' internal procedures and policies;

2.6. Support the training of scientists, engineers and technical experts;

2.7. Support for joint research, content development and access proposals, supplements to
existing grants, contracts and agreements, and funding of cooperative thematic activities
for mutual benefit and added value;

2.8. Shared use of scientific infrastructure (observatories, ships, satellites).

3. Coordination

3.1. The two Sides intend to cooperate closely to coordinate joint activities. Therefore,
each Side will have an equal number of representatives that are assigned to coordinate
activities (the "Steering Group"). The Steering Group will appoint two co-chairs to lead
the meetings, one from each Side. The representatives may meet whenever necessary, in
general once a year. Generally, meetings are expected to alternate between sites in the
European Union and in the United States of America, with the hosting Side providing
organisational and administrative support. The Steering Group will be responsible for the
development of biennial work programmes for furthering cooperative activities between
the Signatories. As necessary, each Signatory may designate additional participants to
attend such meetings.

3.2. As necessary, the two Sides may hold higher-level meetings, for which each Side
would designate a co-chair.

3.3. The Steering Group is to oversee and stimulate cooperative activities under this
Implementing Arrangement. It should exchange information on practices, laws,
regulations, and programmes relevant to cooperation under this Implementing
Arrangement. It should plan and identify objectives and opportunities for each upcoming
biennial work programme of activities, and review activities, participation levels, and
similar efforts in each Side's programmes under this Implementing Arrangement. It
should issue a periodic progress report on the cooperation.

4. Funding

4.1. Cooperative activities under this Implementing Arrangement (including Sections 2
and 3) are subject to the availability of appropriated funds and to the applicable laws and
regulations, policies and programmes of each Side, and to the terms of the S&T
Agreement and this Implementing Arrangement. This Implementing Arrangement creates
no financial obligations.

4.2. Each Side agrees to bear the costs of participation in meetings of the Steering Group.
However, costs which are directly associated with meetings of the Steering Group, other
than those for travel and accommodation, are borne by the Side hosting the meeting
unless otherwise agreed.

4.3. Each Side is responsible for any audit of its actions in support of cooperative
activities, including the activities of any of its participants. Each Side's audits should be
in accordance with its own applicable practices.



5. Intellectual property

The Sides agree to allocate and protect intellectual property rights in accordance with the
provisions of the Annex to the S&T Agreement.

6. Duration

This Implementing Arrangement will take effect upon signature by the last Side for a
period of five years, or until a Side discontinues its participation in it upon ninety days
written notice to the other Side, whichever is sooner. It can be prolonged or modified
only by written amendment and signed by the duly authorised representative of each
Side.

Signed at Brussels on 31 May 2012 in two original copies in the English language.

FOR THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Jane Lubchenco, Administrator

FOR THE JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Dominique Ristori, Director General



