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| have made many, many introductions in my life, but | have never

felt more pleased, more honored, more humbled, and more

privileged than | am today to introduce our next speaker.

e As John Quincy Adams said: “If your actions inspire others to
dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a
leader.”

e Admiral Thad Allen has made me dream more, learn more, do
more, and become more.

e He has taught me, and anyone who has been blessed to work with
him, what it means to be a leader.

o We first met in June 2009, when he hosted members of President

Obama’s Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force. Thad took us on a
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tour of the Alaskan Arctic so we could better appreciate the
beauty, the bounty, the people, and the issues of the far northern
reaches of the country’s ocean and coastal responsibilities.

¢ Inthe tiny village of Shismareff, after passing out new float coats
to the villages to keep them safe on the ice, he introduced a
Public Health Service vet who was there to provide medical
services to the dogs. He then returned to our helicopter to boot
up his laptop, establish a satellite link, and send a tweet and blog
to share what we had been doing and learning to a broader
audience.

e We have since become close colleagues and friends, and | am
confident this friendship will continue for many years to come.

e Thad’s four decades of service to this nation begin in 1971, when
he graduated from the United States Coast Guard Academy. And
where, | am sure he would like me to mention, he was a standout

football player.

Prepared by: Justin Kenney 2
Reviewed by: Jane Lubchenco
Last updated: 30 Sept 2010 @ 8:00 am CDT



e He received a Master of Public Administration degree from
George Washington University and a Master's in Management
from the MIT Sloan School of Management.

e His career in the United States Coast Guard included numerous
missions critical to our national security, maritime safety and the
stewardship of our environment.

e Ultimately, Thad would rise to the highest rank within the Coast
Guard, serving as its 23rd commandant until May 25th.

e Five years ago, President Bush asked Thad to direct the federal
response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, which he did with
tremendous success. In fact, each time I've been with Thad here
in New Orleans, strangers flock to him, gushing thanks for helping
them.

e This summer, President Obama called upon Thad for one final

mission: to serve as the National Incident Commander of the

Unified Command for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.
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| cannot imagine a more perfect person for the job.

Thomas Jefferson said:

O In matters of style, swim with the current; In matters of

principle, stand like a rock.

Thad, throughout this ordeal you have stood like a rock.

Your leadership has been as inspiring as it has been successful.

Tomorrow is your last day as National Incident Commander. You

can now finally begin that retirement you planned. With Pamela,

your wife of 35 years, and your children and grandchildren, you

will begin yet another important mission.

e The Gulf region and indeed the entire nation owe you a
tremendous debt of gratitude.

e The men and women of the United States Coast Guard, for whom
| have the greatest respect, are forever indebted to you as well.

e And personally, it has been my honor to serve with you.

e But | am even more honored to call you my friend.
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e Will you all please join me, with the warmest and most
enthusiastic welcome you have, in welcoming a true American
hero, Admiral Thad Allen.

(standing ovation)
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