
scientific community, industry, and any other interested parties on the status of the ribbon seal 

and other ice seals throughout their range, including: 

(1) Information on taxonomy, abundance, reproductive success, age structure, 

distribution, habitat selection, food habits, population density and trends, habitat trends, and 

effects of management on ribbon seals and other ice seals; 

(2) Information on the effects of climate change and sea ice change on the distribution 

and abundance of ribbon seals, and other ice seals, and their principal prey over the short- and 

long-term; 

(3) Information on the effects of other potential threat factors, including oil and gas 

development, contaminants, hunting, and poaching, on the distribution and abundance of ribbon 

seals, and other ice seals, and their principal prey over the short- and long-term; 

(4) Information on management programs for ribbon seal conservation, including 

mitigation measures related to oil and gas exploration and development, hunting conservation 

programs, anti-poaching programs, and any other private, tribal, or governmental conservation 

programs which benefit ribbon seals and other ice seals; and 

(5) Information relevant to whether any populations of the ice seal species may qualify 

as distinct population segments. 

We will base our findings on a review of the best scientific and commercial 

information available, including all information received during the public comment period. 
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Authority 

The authority for this action is the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 

U.S.c.	 1531 et seq.). 

Dated: 

MAR 2 {) 2008 

;;;:;:-::F:~ffj 
Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
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