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Introduction

U.S. Great Lakes Coastline Comparison

PACIFIC = 1300

Miles of
Lake Coastline
Lake Superior 1250
Lake Michigan 1640
Lake Huron 840
Lake Erie 470
Lake Ontario 330
TOTAL 4530

002

ALASKA/HAWAII = 6330

ATLANTIC = 2170

1630

&) GLerii

*All numbers rounded to the nearest 10 miles.

Source: The Coastline of the United States. U.S. Dept.
of Commerce, NOAA, NOAA/PA 71046 (Rev. 1975).
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Name Country Surface area Volume
(km?) mi?)  (km3)  (mi°)
Michigan—Huron U.S. and Canada 117,702 45,445 8,458 2,029
Superior U.S. and Canada 82,414 31,820 12,100 2,900
Victoria Multiple 69,485 26,828 2,750 660
Tanganyika Multiple 32,893 12,700 18,900 4,500
Baikal Russia 31,500 12,200 23,600 5,700
Great Bear Lake Canada 31,080 12,000 2,236 536
Malawi Multiple 30,044 11,600 8,400 2,000
Great Slave Lake  Canada 28,930 11,170 2,090 500
Erie U.S. and Canada 25,719 9,930 489 117
Winnipeg Canada 23,553 9,094 283 68
Ontario U.S. and Canada 19,477 7,520 1,639 393

Table: Water volume and surface area of the earth’s highest surface area unfrozen fresh water bodies.
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Water levels: drivers and dynamics (mid-term)
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Great Lakes economy and ecosystems: shipping
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Commerce
Nearshore habitat
Recreation

Impacts

Great Lakes economy and ecosystems: nearshore habitat

Year 1 - High Water Levels

Regrowth of Diverse Wet Meadow
‘and Emergent Marsh Communities.

Expansion of
Woody Plants.
Expansion of Competitvely
‘Dominant Speces in Wet Meadow.
and Emergent Marsh
Receding Aquatic
Commurities

Figure 1.~ Simplified diagram of the effects of water-level fluctuations on coastal wetland plant
communities (from Maynard and Wilcox, 1997).
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Great Lakes economy and ecosystems: property and recreation

Source: 1JC adaptive management task team
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